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ADVERTISEMENT. 


FTER WurTsUNTIDE, 1756, a SCHOOL 
A wilt be opened at Tottenham High-croſs, in Middleſex : 


By WILLIAM HAZ ELAN PD, M. A. 


Now Maſter of the Grammar School at Biſhop's Stortford, 
and lately Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge: 


Where young Gentlemen will be 7n/truffed in Claſſical 
Learning, French, Writing, and Accounts, and commo- 
diouſiy boarded at Twenty Guineas a Year, including all 

neceſſary Expences. 
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Stand Al and conſider the wondrous WW, orks if 
| G OD. 


HEN the Judgments of the Lord are abroad in 
the World, and each eventful Hour hath threatened 
| the Fall of Kingdoms, to have ſat down as idle un- 
affected Spectators of ſuch Scenes of Horror, muſt have argued 
in us either a guilty Inſenſibility, or a fooliſh Preſumption. But 
theſe muſt not ſwell the Catalogue of our national Vices. The 
Britiſh State hath diſtinguiſhed itſelf at this Conjuncture by a 
- generous Commiſeration and Relief of the diſtreſs d Survivors of 
the late dreadful Cataſtrophe; and at the ſame Time looking 
up with a pious Reverence to the great Diſpoſer of Events, 
| hath conſecrated this Day to the ſolemn Office of deprecating 
his Wrath and adoring his Power. Let us not then diſappoint 
the laudable Deſign of our Governors: but, full of the fame 
Sentiments that warmed their Breaſts, let us meditate with a 
becoming Seriouſneſs on the Wonders of Providence, and 
| having framed in our Minds juſt Conceptions of theſe alarming 
Circumſtances in the divine Adminiſtration, let us be careful to 
derive from thence the true practical Inſtruction which they 
contain, the ſetting forth of God's glory, and our own Improve- 
ment in Righteouſneſs — In this devout Employment the true 
Chhriſtian will meet with but little Dithculty ; firmly aſſured of 
| A the 
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the Rectitude of the divine Conduct, eich diſaſtrous Accident 
that reaches himſelf is to him a Leſſon of Patience and Reſig- 
nation, and when others have been overtaken by the Hand of 
Heaven, it affords him an Occaſion of Charity. But there are 
two Opinions frequently ſuggeſted by Public Calamities to the 
Men of libertine and of ſuperſtitious Principles, the one equally 
derogatory to the Honour of God, as the other is injurious 
to their Neighbours. . Theſe it may be of Importance ſeparately 
to conſider, and then to point out ſome of the proper Uſes to 
be made of theſe Seaſons of Affliction in Reſpect to our- 
ſelves. 


I. 

Wur n Famine or Peſtilence hath unpeopled Provinces, 
or convulſive Motions rock and rend the Earth, levelling 
whole Cities or ſwallowing them up with their Inhabitants, 
the Atheiſt enjoys the Deſolation, with an inſolent Triumph 
arraigns the Providence of God, and confirms himſelf in his 
Impiety. What, ſays he, is become of that beautiful Harmony 
of Nature ſo much admired by our religious Philoſophers? Is 
this the beneficent Syſtem ſo wiſely adapted to promote unt- 
verſal Good ? Did not the Governor of the World foreſee this. 
Miſery ? If fo, why not prevent fuch Devaſtation of his Works? 
Was it for Want of Power, or for Want of Goodneſs ?—To: 
put to Silence this Ignorance of fooliſh Men, let us examine 
a little the Juſtneſs of their Inference, that is ſo modeſtly drawn 
to diſcredit the divine Government. Now the bittereſt Mal- 
content, if he will not ſuffer his Paſſion to declaim where Reaſon 
ſhould calmly deliberate, muſt own that the unſightly and 
hurtful Appearances above ſpecified are extraordinary: That 
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the general Tenor of the divine Oeconomy is Order and Flap- 
pineſs: That throughout the numberleſs Ranks of Creatures 
capable of natural Good, a moſt bountiful Proviſion is made 
of proper Objects to ſuit their various Senſes, and to gratify 
all their Deſires : That as well in theſe, as in the boundleſs 
Extent of inanimate Nature, all Things are formed and pre- 
ſerved with a moſt aſtoniſhing Regularity, and that in every 
Part there is a very diſcernible Purſuit of many wife Ends * 


* A Sceptical Writer of this Age, after a rhetorical Harangue in Defence. 
of Atheiſm and Epicurus, of which he is too modeſt to take the Merit to 
himſelf, cloſeth his Eflay with this wonderful FORO delivered in his own 
Perſon. | 

« *Tis only when two Species of Objects are found to be aunty con- 
joined, that we can infer the one from the other, and were an Effect pre- 
<« ſented which was entirely ſingular and could not be comprehended under 
* any known Species, I do not ſee that we could form any Conjecture or In- 
“ ference at all concerning its Cauſe. If Experience, and Obſervation, 
'* and Analogy, be indeed the only Guides we can reaſonably follow in In- 
& ferences of this Nature; both the Effect and Cauſe muſt bear a Similarity 
© and Reſemblance to other Effects and Cauſes which we know, and which 
„we have found in many Inſtances to be conjoined with each other. The 
«. Antagoniſts of Epicurus always ſuppoſe the Univerſe an Effect quite ſingular 
and unparalleled, to be the Proof of a Deity, a Cauſe no leſs ſingular and 
“ unparalleled.” 

The Univerſe an Effet quite ſingular and unparalleled With due Acknow- 
ment of this Author's Parts and Diſcernment, it is much to be ſuſpected, when 
this unwary Expreſſion dropt from his Pen, that his Ideas were ſomewhat in 
the State of the Poet's who wrote that egregious Line: 

1 None but himſelf can be his parallel.” 
But whatever Meaning may be in the Words, or whatever Truth they may 
convey to thoſe who anderfiand them, thus much is certain — That the ſeveral _ 
Parts of Nature admit of a very juſt Compariſon with the known Effects of 
the human Mind. And from the ſtrong Reſemblance they bear, in whatever 
Light we view them, to what our ownExperience, confirmed by the whole Hiſtory 
of Maokind, ſhews to have been conſtantly produced from Intellect, Wiſdom, 
Liberty, and Power,there is all the requiſite Preparation for the firmeſt analogical 
Concluſion that the former Effects are derived from the Operation of the ka 
Cauſes. And as the ſame univerſal Experience declares, that the nearer any 
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_ evidencing a Deſign and Contrivance infinitely ſurpaſſing 


human, and conducted by a Power incomprehenſibly great — | 
And in regard to the few apparent Exceptions that may happen 
to occur, that Temperature of the Seaſons, which in ſome 
uncommon Caſes becomes pernicious to our Bodies, and un- 


friendly to the Fruits of the Earth, is likewiſe the foſtering 


Principle that ſupports and invigorates the animal Syſtem, is 
the conſtant Source of Health, as well as the rare Occaſion of 


| Diſeaſes ; which if it ſometimes diſtreſs us with Famine, this 


Effect is no more than its not affording that uſual kindly In- 
fluence which is requiſite to the Production of all our Plenty. 
Even that ſubterraneous Matter, whoſe too violent Fermentation 


and Exploſion burſts thro the ſolid covering of the Earth, deſtroys 


all the Works of Men, overturns and disfigures the whole 


Surface, operates generally to a beneficial End, by ripening 
and refining the Mineral Subſtances, and ſending forth that 


fertile Warmth and Moiſture ſo neceſſary to the Generation of 


Vegetables: ſo that, if it ſometimes deform the F ace of Na- 


ture, it is likewiſe the Origin of all its Beauties. 


BUT here the Atheiſt's Queſtion recurs, Why are theſe 
Diſorders at all permitted? Why is not the Harmony of Nature 


complete, without any Confuſion, or fo much as the leaſt partial 


human Works approach in exact Similitude to natural Effects, the greater Un- 
derſtanding, Wiſdom, and Power, are always known and concluded to be in 
the Perſon who wrought them ; here is again the ſame Strength of analogical 


Evidence ſor ſuperior Degrees of theſe Attributes in the Creator. Thus, 
for Inſtance, it having been conſtantly obſerved, that Regularity and 


Uſefulneſs are the Effects of, or are always conjoined with Foręſgbt and 
Deſign; here are two Species of Objects which have all the due Properties to 


| juſtify an Inference from one to the other. And whereas we diſcover in Na- 


ture more eminent Degrees of Regularity and Uſefulneſs than are obſervable 
in Works of human Skill; the Inference is only ſo much the ſtronger, and 


aſſures us of ſo much a more perfect Deſign, fo much greater Knowledge in 
the Author of Nature, The 
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III? The direct and proper Anfwer is, that the Reaſon, why the 
World was made no otherwiſe than we behold it, is a Secret im- 
penetrable to human Sagacity. We have no Certainty of what 
is poſſible to be done, any further than we know it has been 
done : and our Knowledge of the real Syſtem of the Univerſe 
is too imperfect at beſt to eſtabliſh any Thing in this Matter 
beyond the general Concluſion above deduced, that the Conduct 
of Providence in the Creation and Government of the World 
manifeſts an exceeding great Degree of Goodnels, Intelligence, 
and Power, which, fa ought we know, may be the greateſt 
poſſible. A Concluſion altogether as ſufficient for the practical 
Purpoſes of Religion, as if we could demonſtrate the Plan ol 
the great Architect to be entirely perfect, as if we could trace 
out the unſearchable Counſels of God, and Meaſure the Depths 
of infinite Wiſdom. The moſt 1 incurious Obſerver, if he ba- 
lances a Moment, cannot fail to diſcern from the moſt contracted 
View of Nature, that there is a very great Preponderance of 
good to evil: Why the benevolent Purpoſe of Heaven is not in 
every Cafe diſcovered, the moſt probable Reaſon is, becauſe 
we are able to ſee ſo little of the Connection and Dependence 
of the ſeveral Parts of this great Syſtem: at leaſt, it beſt befits 
the Ignorance of Philoſophers to aſcribe ſuch Difficulties to 
their own Shortneſs of Sight, or the diſadvantageous Point 
of View from which they have been uſed to contemplate Na- 
ture. The preſent Life with the feeble Aids of Hiſtory, affords 
us only a tranſient Acquaintance with what happens to be ad- 
jacent in Time and Place to our Spot and Portion in the im- 
menſe Range of God's eternal Dominion. A juſter Speculation 
directed by wider Experience may unriddle all this myſterious 
Conduct, as in the Advancement of Science hath already been 


done 
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done in numerous other Particulars. Our Underſtandings may 
one Day comprehend the whole of that amazing Progreſſion 
in the divine Government, the Beginning and End of which 
are beyond even the reach of Imagination. Then may we be- 
gin to judge according to Knowledge of the Propriety of each 
particular Part of this boundleſs Whole. We may decide on the 
Perfection of the divine Character, when we know the Extent of 
God's Works, for then only ſhall we ſee him as he is — Till 
we are thus introduced to the unveiled Preſence of the Majeſty 
of Heaven, we muſt be content to view our Maker through "2 
Glaſs darkly, to judge of his ſpozleſs Brightneſs by ſuch imper- | 
fect Images as we can form by the Medium of Analogy. A 
Light however not to be complained of, if we do not ſhut our Eyes, 
if we are not blinded by the moſt obſtinate Perverſeneſs and Self- 
deluſion : For fince the ſeveral Parts of the Univerſe that we 
are acquainted with have ſuch an admirable Correſpondence, 
and there is ſuch a viſible Uniformity of Deſign throughout as 
to make Reaſon eaſily fatisfied that all proceeded from, and is 
conducted by one ſingle Mind; and ſince in the many and 
various Effects of this ruling Principle, whereof the final Cauſes 
are obviouſly ſeen, or have been traced out by Philoſophy, they 
all ſpeak the Wiſdom of their Author, we mult oppoſe the 
ſtrongeſt moral Evidence, if we make not the ſame Concluſion 
where the Deſign is yet undiſcovered, if we do not infer that all 
other natural Events are alike viſely directed. _ 


Tur Difficulty under Conſideration may TOE nit of 
ſome Degree of Light and Illuſtration from an infinitely infe- 
rior Inſtance of human Conduct. Imagine a fovercign Prince, 
W ho with conſummate Skill and Addreſs had modelled and 

erected 
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| erected a very exquilite civil Polity, which had flourithed many 


Years under his auſpicious Reign: That this Happineis of 


the Subjects was derived from the ſteddy and uniform Execu- 


tion of many ſalutary Laws generally known and acknowledged, 
and comprehending an endleſs Variety of determinate Parti- 
culars, all of manifeſt Ute and Advantage ; but that, in ſome 
indeterminate or leſs known Caſes, Men had been ſurprized with 
Proceedings in the Government of a different and even con- 
trary Effect to what they had uſually experienced, and that were 


even oppreſſive and ruinous to ſeveral Individuals: What would 


be the Sentiments of a judicious Perſon reflecting on this Con- 
duct? Would he reaſon by the Logic of modern Infidelity, 
that condemns what it doth not underſtand ? Would he not 
rather ſuppoſe, that the obtaining of ſome good and important 


End, to be approved as ſoon. as known, could alone have in- 
| duced fo wiſe and gracious a Ruler to permit even this incidental 


Evil? And that private and particular Advantages be facrificed 


to the Public Good, is the Maxim on which all Government 
is ſupported --- Indeed it muſt be gonfeſſed, that ſuch an Ac- 
quieſcence and Submiſſion to ſuppoſed Reaſons of State is not 


always obſerved by the Judges of human Policy. They 
know that even the beſt Princes may have Paſſions and Intereſts 
that require to be gratified at the Expence of particular Sufferers. 
Such Defects have been eſpied in the moſt perfect Characters 
of Men. But then to indulge theſe Surmiſes concerning the 
divine Adminiſtration, to infinuate any Thing like Weakneſs or 
Malevolence where it hath never been experienced, where there 
is ſuch glaring Aſſurance that it cannot be found, what is this 
but the moſt daring Calumny and impious Preſumption? 
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Ax D now after Sou erh the Objections to che natural 
Order of the World, which preſumptuous Cavillers have 
raiſed from a View of ſuch calamitous Events as they are pleaſed 
to fancy Imperfections, though there be the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
for ſuppoſing them to be permitted or intended for the wiſeſt 
Ends; after this, I fay, it would hardly be a Digreſſion, were 
we to add a few Remarks on the Sophiſtry which is as piouſly 
employed by the ſame Perſons | againſt the Moral Government 
of God: eſpecially as it is an important Part of this Day's So- 
lemnity to implore the divine Protection on our Nation from 
the Effects of hoſtile Ambition, one of the worſt of thoſe 
moral Evils which Heaven is accuſed for allowing. But as the 
moral Adminiſtration is properly a Part of the natural, to which 
therefore all the foregoing Obſervations may be extended and 
applied, I may be excuſed from. being any further particular on 
this Head, and for omitting -what elſe might tend to reconcile 
the Prejudices of Men to the preſent moral Syſtem from a Re- 
preſentation of the Nature of Liberty and of Virtue — Let us 
proceed then from the Reveries of Atheiſm to detect, if we can, 
thoſe falſe Opinions, into which Superſtition hath been ready 
to betray its Votaries on the late melancholy Occaſion. 


 TrarT there is a particular Providence interpoſing ſome- 
times in the ordinary Courſe of Nature, and influencing or 
directing important Events, is a Doctrine which Chriſtianity 
hath eſtabliſhed upon unſhaken Evidence. A Doctrine of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to Religion and Government when pro- 
perly underſtood and applied, but which hath been abuſed to 
the worſt Purpoſes, even to the giving a Sanction to Inhuma- 
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nity and Creclty, ; in the. perverſe Concluſions of weak Bigots, 
With theſeMen every uncommon naturalAppearance,tho' ſeem- 
ingly the moſt unconnected with human Happineſs, is regard- 
ed as portentous : every extraordinary Occurrence of Proſpe- 
rity or Adverſity is defined a Bleſſing or a Curſe from Heaven 
upon the Perſons immediately concerned by it, And as theſe 
are the readieſt of all Men to deſcry any Violation of Nature 
or Interpoſition from above, ſo are they no leis dextrous in 
ſuppoſing Reaſons and Occafions for ſuch miraculous Con- 
duct, frequently both the one and the other alike the Coin- 
age of their Invention. Happy, if their wild Conjectures did 
not miſguide their Practice! But when they have fancied a 
fuper-natural Power to be exerted in puniſhing particular 
States or Perſons, tis conſiſtent enough that they treat the 
wretched Sufferers as the peculiar Objects of divine Vengeance; 
that they feel no Compaſſion for their Diſtreſſes, but are 
even ready to load their diſtinguiſhed Miſery with the bar- 
barous Imputation of enormous Guilt and Demerit. This 
hath been nene, verified by our es aperener 


Ar the Time, when the auguſt Aſeembly of Britiſh Mer- 
chants, met to carry on the beneficent Work of ee e 
and diſperſe Plenty through the Globe, were ſo alarmed at 
the tremendous Overthrow of a neighbouring City, that they 
forgot their important Deſigns, ſmote their Breaſts and re- 
turned; when the pitying Senate were conſtrained to drop 
their great Deliberations, and, though the Fate of Britain 
depended, attend to the Calls of foreign Diſtreſs; when 
even the Sovereign interpoſed his gracious Injunctions in 
Behalf of the Sufferers, and confeſſed his Feelings by the 
£1950 Ts. B true 
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true Effect of Compaſſion, an early and ample Relief; even 
then, when every Face was wtapt in Horror, and every 
Boſom melted with Contrition, the callous Heart of Super- 
ſtition could be ſo unmoved and indifferent, as to ſit down 
cooly to decide what particular Crimes of the Portugueſe had 
brought on them this ſore Viſitation. * The abſurd Sophiſts 
of her Retinue were buſy in expoſing the Sinfulneſs of the 


Romiſh Worſhip, and the Tyranny of the Inquiſition eſtabliſhed 


in that Country, as if peculiarly chargeable on the poor In- 
dividuals that ſuffered ; and then, acquieſcing in the Puniſh- 
ment of theſe imputed Crimes, they left the impious City 


to its Fate, and with a Pharifaic Complacency thanked God 
for their own ſuperior Merit. Vathinking, infatuated Men! 


to contract the extenſive Scheme of God's Government to 
the Limits of their own narrow Comprehenfion] to ſet them- 


ſelves up for Maſters of the Secrets of Nature, and Judges of 
his Deſigns whoſe Ways are paſt finding out To correct 


' theſe erroneous Principles, weak in Speculation, and wicked 
in Practice, let us briefly conſider, whether, in Caſes like that 
before us, it be not impoſſible to diſtinguiſh a divine Inter- 

poſition : and, even admitting the Truth of ſuch a Diſcovery, 
 — whether it would be ſafe for us to aſſign the particular 
Cauſe why the Courſe of gs ature was interrupted. 


WIRE ths Sun again to ſtand gill, or be eclipſed at full 
Moon; were a Virgin to conceive, or were a dead Body re- 
ſtored to Life ; ſuch Events muſt convince the wiſeſt Men 
of the moſt enlightened Ages of their being miraculous. 
There have been Times before the Riſe of Philoſophy, when 
Men ane agreed in the like * of other Facts, and have 
been 
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been deceived, Whole Armies with their Leaders have 
been confounded by a regular ſolar Eclipſe; and Comets were 
held prodigious by more than the Vulgar, till much later 
Times. Appearances in Nature that are not frequently ob- 
ſerved, ſurprize us into a Belief that they are unnatural: juſt 
as every powerful Medicament, before its Effects were enough 
known to be regularly treated, had its Turn of being con- 
demned as poiſonous. A wider Obſervation, and improved 
Methods of reaſoning, have taught us to reduce many 
Wonders to the Rank of ordinary Events, and even to aſſimi- 
late them to the moſt known Species. This is philoſophical 
Conviction. Vet ſtill in regard to far the greater Part of 
what are reckoned natural Occurrences, the Philoſopher and 
the Vulgar have but one.common Argument for concluding 
them ſuch, which is, that they -are frequent and obvious. 
Why would it be accounted miraculous that Lead ſhould ariſe 
and be ſuſpended in the Air, when we every Day behold Water 
in the ſame Circumſtances without the like Suſpicion? You 
will tell me, there is a probable Solution to be given of the 
latter Appearance: True, but that Solution is of modern In- 
vention, and it does not appear that before its Diſcovery the 
Aſcent of Vapours was reckoned ſuper- natural: the very 
Endeavour to account for it mechanically implies the contrary 
Suppoſition. And truly here ſeemeth to lie the main Diffe- 
rence between the Reaſonings of the Learned and Illiterate 
upon any extraordinary Phænomenon; that the former having 
been ſo often baffled and diſappointed in their phyſical Re- 
ſearches by untoward Experiments, even when they were 
moſt aſſured of a general Principle, are not apt to be ſtartled 
| 82 at 
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true Effect of Compaſſion, an early and ample Relief; even 
then, when every Face was wrtapt in Horror, and every 
Boſom melted with Contrition, the callous Heart of Super- 
ſtition could be ſo unmoved and indifferent, as to ſit down 
cooly to decide what particular Crimes of the Portugueſe had 
brought on them this ſore Viſitation. * The abſurd Sophiſts 
of her Retinue were buſy in expoſing the Sinfulneſs of the 
Rom!ſh Worſhip, and the Tyranny of the Inquiſition eſtabliſhed | 
in that Country, as if peculiarly chargeable on the poor In- 
dividuals that ſuffered ; and then, acquieſcing in the Puniſh- 
ment of theſe imputed Crimes, they left the impious City 
to its Fate, and with a Phariſaic Complaceney thanked God 
for their own ſuperior Merit. Unthinking, infatuated Men! 
to contract the extenſive Scheme of God's Government to 
the Limits of their own narrow” Comprehenſion! to ſet them- 
ſelves up for Maſters of the Secrets' of Nature, and Judges of 
his Defigns whoſe Ways are paſt finding out !—To correct 
theſe erroneous Principles, weak in Speculation, and wicked 
in Practice, let us briefly conſider, whether, in Caſes like that 
before us, it be not impoſlible to diſtinguiſh a divine Inter- 
poſition : : and, even admitting the Truth of ſuch a Diſcovery, 
— whether it would be ſafe for us to affign the particular 
Cauſe why the Courle of 5 ature was rears ga 


WERE the Sun again to ſtand f ill, or be eclipſed : at full 
Moon ; ; were a Virgin to conceive, or were a dead Body re- 
ſtored to Life; ſuch Events muſt convince the wiſeſt Men 
of the moſt enlightened Ages of their being miraculous. 
There have been Times before the Riſe of Philoſophy, when 
Men have agreed in the like aan of other Facts, and have 
been 


„ 


been deceived, Whole Armies with their Leaders have 


been confounded by a regular ſolar Eclipſe; and Comets were 


held prodigious by more than the Vulgar, till much later 
Times. Appearances in Nature that are not frequently ob- 


ſerved, ſurprize us into a Belief that they are unnatural: juſt 
as every powerful Medicament, before its Effects were enough 


known to be regularly treated, had its Turn of being con- 
demned as poiſonous. A wider Obſervation, and improved 


Methods of reaſoning, have taught us to reduce many 


Wonders to the Rank of ordinary Events, and even to aſſimi- 
late them to the moſt known Species. This is philoſophical 


| Conviction. Vet ſtill in regard to far the greater Part of 
what are reckoned natural Occurrences, the Philoſopher and 
the Vulgar have but one common Argument for concluding : 
them ſuch, which is, that they -are frequent and obvious. 


Why would-it be accounted miraculous that Lead ſhould ariſe 


and be ſufpended in the Air, when we every Day behold Water 


in the ſame Circumſtances without the like Suſpicion? You 


will tell me, there is a probable Solution to be given of the 


latter Appearance: True, but that Solution is of modern In- 


vention, and it does not appear that before its Diſcovery the 


Aſcent of Vapours was reckoned ſuper-natural : the very 


Endeavour to account for it mechanically implies the contrary 
_ Suppoſition. And truly here ſeemeth to lie the main Diffe- 


rence between the Reaſonings of the Learned and llliterate 


upon any extraordinary Phænomenon; that the former having 


been ſo often baffled and diſappointed in their phyſical Re- 
ſearches by untoward Experiments, even when they were 
moſt aſſured of a general Principle, are not apt to be ſtartled 
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to guelſs at the Reaſons of ſuch a Diſpenſation, when none 
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at any new Difficulty, but give it an eaſy Admiſſion among 
the Deſiderata of Science: whereas the latter who take up 


with Things as they find them, and to whom nothing is 


alarming that is not unuſual, are diſconcerted by every Shadow 
of Novelty, to which nothing will reconcile their Doubts 
but its ceaſing to be ſo. So that if Superſtition incline theſe 


to call in a miraculous Power to account for every uncommon 
Event, it might ſeem to be no better than Prejudice in the 


others to adhere to the contrary Suppoſition of natural Cauſes. 
But then this further Conſideration is to beadded, Philoſophers 


think it impious to imagine God ever does any Thing in vain; 


much leſs that he ſhould break in upon the Courſe of Nature, 
except for the ſake of ſome mighty End equal to ſuch ex- 
traordinary Means. On all Occurrences therefore, where the leaſt 


Uncertainty remains, whether the eſtabliſhed Order hath been 
actually violated, if it doth not evidently appear that ſome 


important Purpoſe worthy the divine Interpoſition hath been 
anſwered, they judge it ſafeſt to reject the Notion of a Mi- 


racle, to embrace any probable Hypotheſis that extricates the 
Caſe by the known Laws of Matter, and even to content 
themſelves with the Expectation of a future Solution, Nor 

is the Caution needleſs: For who would run the Hazard of 


being detected of uttering his own Suggeſtions for the 
Language of Heaven, of forging a Proclamation: from the 
great Governor of the Univerſe ? | 


B ur what if we were ered of the Reality of the divine 
Interpoſition, would it be warrantable even then to pretend 


have 
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have been expreſsly declared ?---Were it as certain, that at the 


late Diſaſter the Earth opened her Mouth at the immediate 


Voice of God, as when Korab and his Adherents went down 
quick into the Deep, yet ſhould we need ſome inſpired Pro- 
phet like Moſes to announce the Purpoſe of Heaven, to in- 


form us whether Vengeance on the particular Sufferers, or a 


merciful Warning to an impious World; or whether the Ac- 
compliſhment of ſome more latent Purpoſe of the heavent: 7 
Mind, had called forth this moſt ſignal Exhibition of his 
Power. Without the Authority of ſuch a Commiſſion, who 
ſhall dare to fix the Guilt that deſerved ſuch exemplary Puniſh- 
ment? What Subject, or what Government, with Con- 
ſciences to acquaint them with their own Unworthineſs, 
ſhall charge Lisbon or Mequinex, Chriſtians or Mahbometans, 
with a Growth of public or private Crimes above their own 
Standard? We are commanded by Chriſt not to judge; can 
the diſtinguiſhed Miſery of our Neighbours repeal the divine 
Edict, and give a Licence to our Cenſoriouſneſs ? Beſides, where 
is that Searcher of Hearts that is able to decide on Vice or Virtue 
beyond his own Boſom ?---But is it not natural in ſuch extra- 


ordinary Caſes to draw a Concluſion unfavourable to the Merit 


of the Sufferers ?---That we are prompt enough to ſuch a 
malicious Practice 1 ſhall not diſpute, but while there is one 
other ſuppoſable Reaſon of that dreadful Event, No-body 


that names the Name of Charity ſhould pronounce ſuch a 
Sentence. The wiſe Providence of God cannot employ 


Means that are ineffectual. If he had meant to convey to us 
any particular Inſtruction by ſo ſtriking an Accident, no room 
could have remained for Doubt or Uncertainty on that Head : 


Pr CIS 3 
As it is, we have only Leave to make that general Advantage 
of a moral Improvement, which ſober and rational Meditattbn 
cannot fail to derive from Scenes of Adverſity; eſpecially 
when they awaken our Attention and Sympathy by ſuch un- 
common Circumſtances of Horror and Diſtreſs. | 


III. 


Tus religious Uſe of the preſent mournful Occaſion is what 
I propoſed in the laſt Place to inſiſt on. And here might 1 
properly ſummon all that illuſtrious Train of Chriſtian Virtues 
that are foſtered and ſuſtained in the Houſe of Sorrow ; 
whereof Faith and Hope ſupporting the ever-blefſed Charity 
ſhould open the awful Appearance, Humility ſhould con- 
duct the modeſt Proceſſion, and Patience and Reſignation 
cloſe the Scene. But wherefore ſhould I ſet before you 3 
fancied Repreſentation of the good Effects produced by 
human Calamities on a virtuous Diſpoſition, when I may avail 
myſelf of the ſtronger Impreſſions of living Inſtruction ? 
The Conduct of our Legiſlature hath on this Occaſion been 
truly exemplary. They have taught us by the Appoint- 
ment of this Day's Solemnity, not to aſcribe the late convul- 
ſive Throws of Nature to blind, undirected Chance; but to 
the regular Operation of Second Cauſes exccuting the in- 
{crutable Counſels of the Firſt---They have taught us by the 
ſame Inſtitution to acknowledge the Wiſdom of God in all 
his Diſpenſations, even the moſt unfavourable to Man--- 
By their bountiful Aſſiſtance of the diſtreſs d Sufferers, they 
have evidenced the ftrongeſt Abhorrence of that unfeeling 


Superſtition that thinks Miſery may be too guilty to deſerve 
Relief 
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Relief. Their Practice in this Reſpect hath nobly vindicated 
the Cauſe of Humanity ; ſhewing, they do not conceive the 
moſt miſerable to be the worſt of Men. Taught by .their 
Munificence, let us at leaſt be charitable in our Opinions, 
and not impiouſly and arrogantly, without Authority, and 
without Ability, judge any Thing before the Time. 


LASTLY, the prudent, defenſive, unambitious Meaſures, 
purſued by our Government at this alarming Criſis, while the 


Enemies of the Nation ſeem to be bent on Conqueſt and the 
extending of a precarious Dominion, are Inſtances of a truly 


laudable Conduct. For, as in any civil Polity, that hath been 
threatened with Deſtruction from abroad, it highly concerns 


the ſeveral Parties of the State to drop their various incon- 


ſiſtent Views, which become ridiculous, when the Conſtitu- 
tion is periſhing that was to have ſupported them : ſo when 
the Frame of Nature is ſhaken, and this Earth, the Founda- 
tion of all our Conteſts, the Prize of all human Contentions, 


ſeemeth to be tottering and falling under us; how unſeaſon- 


able do the furious Pretenſions and wild Purſuits of Monarchs 


appear! How little and unimportant the jarring Intereſts of 


Nations 


Tu 1s Concluſion muſt hold with infinitely greater Force 
againſt the inſatiable Aims of private Avarice and humbler 
Ambition. That cauſeleſs Struggle, that is kept up among 

us, for Gain or for Glory, which nothing but an eternal Con- 
tinuance on this Side the Grave could reconcile to Reaſon, for 
which every Inſtance of Mortality ſhould abaſh and confound 
us; this ardent Zeal, I ſay, for a temporal Intereſt, ought 


ſurely 
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ſarely to abate and cool, when Nature itfelf hath given 
Symptoms of Decay, and the World appears to be periſhing 


with 1 its Inhabitants. 


* 


Tx EN at leaſt we ſhould be moved to withdiaw our 


Eyes from this ſhutting Scene, to diſengage our Hearts from 
this frail Tabernacle of our Sojourn, and to look unto the City 


: that hath Foundations whoſe Maker and Builder is God. 
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